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Cost and Benefit Analysis of Geographic Information System

Zbong Ershun

(Naiional Laboratory of Resources and Environment Information System,

Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Zhou Ning
(School of Economy, Peking University)

Abstract Stimulated by a rapid growth of economy, geographic information system
is getting booming in China, particularly in the fields of city planning and land
management. Large GIS are under way in some coastal cities. While cost and benefit
analysis, an important part for both project possibiliy study and implementation of a
GIS, has not been tackled even since in the country. This article introduces some
aspects and models of cost and benefit analysis of GIS from technologic and econo-
mic views, aiming at providing an impetus to study on this area in the country.
Firstly, some perspectives on this question have been reviewed, then approaches of
identifying GIS costs and benefits and some economic techniques are introduced and
discussed in the article.

Key words Geographic information system, Cost and benefit analysis



