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REGIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITH
THE SUPPORT OF GIS TECHNOLOGY

Zhong Ershun

(Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Abstract Environment and development are the two themes of paramount impor-
tance, which have been attracting a wide attention of many nations and internation-
al communities. Sustainable development represents a new development strategy
and a new way for us to follow in economic activities. Geographic information sys-
tem (GIS) technology has the ability to integrate various social, economic and envi-
ronmental factors and provides a powerful tool for decision-making and achieving
sustainable development. Moreover, GIS provides a strong technical support in uti-
lizing ecclogical methodology, realizing the temporal analysis and scientific deci-
sion-making. Today, sustainable development is getting recognized by many re-
search institutions and government agencies in China. It is very significant to notice
that the realization of regional sustainable development relies strongly on the sup-
port of GIS. This paper mainly discusses the role of GIS in regional sustainable de-
velopment and provides a concept model of establishing a GIS [or regional sustain-
able development.

Key Words environment and development; sustainable development; geographic

information system (GIS)
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